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Located  in  central  Nevada,  the  Battle  Mountain  District 
of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  administers  ap- 
proximately 12  million  acres  in  Eureka,  Lander,  Es- 
meralda and  Nye  counties. 

Vegetation  is  like  that  found  in  high  desert  regions  and 
plant  communities  reflect  the  8  inch  average  annual 
precipitation.  The  district  contains  a  series  of  north- 
south  oriented  mountain  ranges  with  elevations  from 
4,700  feet  in  the  valleys  to  10,000  feet  on  some  moun- 
tain peaks. 

This  list  of  nine  amphibian  and  25  reptile  species  was 
compiled  from  sightings  and  records  for  the  area,  and 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  Nevada  Department  of 
Wildlife.  For  field  identification  you  may  want  to  use  a 
field  guide  to  western  reptiles  and  amphibians  along 
with  this  list.  A  map  of  the  district  is  available  at  BLM 
offices  throughout  the  state. 

Italicized  common  names  indicate  federal  listing,  or 
candidate  listing,  for  threatened  or  endangered  status. 


Amphibians 

Salamanders 

Tiger  salamander  Ambystoma  tigrinum 
Known  from  Specie  Spring  near  Beatty. 

Spadefoot  Toads 

Great  Basin  spadefoot  Scaphiopus  intermontanus 
Habitat  ranges  from  sagebrush  flats  to  mountainous 
areas  throughout  the  district. 

True  Toads 

Boreal  toad  Bufo  boreas  boreas 
Found  in  wet  areas  throughout  the  district. 
Amargosa  toad  Bufo  boreas  nelsoni 
Found  around  Amargosa  River  near  Beatty. 


Treefrogs 

Pacific  treefrog  Hyla  regilla 
Chiefly  a  ground  dweller,  this 
frog  is  found  around  low 
plant  growth  near  water. 


True  Frogs 

Spotted  frog  Rana  pretiosa 

Found  in  springs,  streams  and  ponds  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  district. 

Red-legged  frog    Rana  aurora 

Introduced  into  ponds  on  the  Millett  Ranch  in  Big 

Smoky  Valley. 

Northern  leopard  frog  Rana  pipiens 

This  frog  is  found  throughout  Nevada  where  there  is 

permanent  water  and  cattails. 


Bullfrog  Rana  catesbeiana 
Due  to  the  small  amount  of 
aquatic  habitat,  this  species  is 
uncommon  to  the  district. 
Only  found  where  introduced. 


Lizards 


Reptiles 


Iguanids 

Collared  lizard  Crotaphytus  collaris 

A  rock-dwelling  lizard  found  in  canyons  and  rocky 

hillsides. 

Long-nosed  leopard  lizard 

Gambelia  wislizenii  wislizenii 

Inhabits  low  areas  such  as  valley  bottoms  and  avoids 

thickly  vegetated  areas.  
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Yellow-backed  spiny  lizard 

Sceloporus  magister  uniformis 
Found  in  many  areas  from  shadscale  deserts  to 
canyon  bottoms.  Climbs  rocks  and  trees  and  occa- 
sionally eats  tree  buds  and  leaves  as  well  as  insects. 


Zebra-tailed  lizard 

Callisaurus  draconoides 
Found  in  desert  washes  in  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  district. 


Great  Basin  fence  lizard 

Sceloporus  occidentalis  biseriatus 

One  of  the  most  common  western  lizards.  Found 

throughout  the  district  in  wooded  and  rocky  places, 

around  old  buildings,  woodpiles  and  fences. 

Northern  sagebrush  lizard 

Sceloporus  graciosus  graciosus 

A  ground  dweller,  usually  found  at  higher  altitudes 

near  bushes,  logs,  rocks  or  brush  heaps. 

Northern  side-blotched  lizard 

Uta  stansburiana  stansburiana 

A  daylight  dweller,  this  species  is  heat  tolerant  and 

usually  found  in  a  habitat  of  loose  sand  and  scattered 

bushes  and  trees. 

Northern  desert  horned  lizard 

Phrynosoma  platy  rhinos  platyrhinos 

The  most  widespread  horned  lizard  in  the  district, 

commonly  called  "horny  toad."  Found  near 

shadscale,  greasewood,  sage  and  sandy  areas. 

Skinks 

Great  Basin  skink  Eumeces  skiltonianus  utahensis 
Found  throughout  the  district  in  grasslands,  wood- 
lands and  forests,  under  logs,  bark,  rocks  and  other 
surface  objects  near  streams,  and  sometimes  on  dry 
hillsides  far  from  water. 


Q 


Whiptails 

Great  Basin  whiptail  Cnemidophoms  tigris  tigris 
An  active  species  found  throughout  Nevada  in  arid 
and  semi-arid  habitats  near  gravelly  washes  and  in 
rocky  places  near  sagebrush,  grassland  and  brushy 
foothill  areas. 


Snakes 
Boas 

Rocky  Mountain  rubber  boa 

Charina  bottae  utahensis 

A  good  swimmer,  burrower  and  climber,  this  species 

is  found  near  grasslands,  woodlands  and  forests  in 

and  beneath  rotting  logs.  A  rocky  stream  with  banks 

of  sand  or  loam  in  a  coniferous  forest  is  a  favorable 

habitat. 

COLUBRIDS 

Western  yellow-bellied  racer 

Coluber  constrictor  mormon 

Found  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  district,  this 

snake  favors  open  habitats  of  meadows  and  thin 

brush.  It  lives  in  semi-arid  and  moist  environments 

but  avoids  extremely  dry  areas  and  high  mountains. 

Red  racer  Masticophis  flagellum  piceus 

Found  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  district,  this 

snake,  noted  for  its  speed,  avoids  dense  vegetation 

and  tolerates  dry  conditions. 

Desert  striped  whipsnake 

Masticophis  taeniatus  taeniatus 

An  alert,  fast-moving  snake,  active  during  the 

daylight  hours,  and  found  in  most  areas  of  the  district 

near  brushlands,  grasslands,  sagebrush  flats  and 

pinon-juniper  in  elevations  to  9,400  feet. 
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Common  kingsnake  Lampropeltis  getulus 
Found  throughout  most  of  the  district  in  rocky  canyons 
which  have  good  vegetative  cover.  This  snake  is  well 
thought  of  because  it  eats  snakes,  including  rattle- 
snakes, and  mice. 


Mojave  patch-nosed  snake 

Salvadora  hexalepis  mojavensis 

A  very  fast  snake,  found  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
district. 

Great  Basin  gopher  snake 
Pituophis  melanoleucus  deserticola 
The  most  common  snake  in  this  area,  it  occupies  a 
great  variety  of  habitats,  especially  cultivated  fields, 
grass  or  brush.  Widespread  throughout  the  district  and 
the  entire  state. 
Western  long-nosed  snake 
Rhinocheilus  lecontei  lecontei 

This  snake  is  found  throughout  most  of  the  district  in 
valleys  and  foothills,  but  is  seldom  seen  in  the  moun- 
tains. A  good  burrower,  it  spends  its  daylight  hours 
underground. 
Wandering  garter  snake 
Thamnophis  elegans  vagrans 

This  snake  has  a  variety  of  habitats  from  sea  level  to 
high  mountains.  It  is  often  found  in  damp  environ- 
ments near  water. 

Ground  snake  Sonora  semiannulata 
This  species  is  located  along  the  northern  edge  of  the 
district  near  sandy  hillsides  or  flats,  with  or  without 
rocks.  Usually  found  under  rocks  or  in  sandy  ridges  to 
an  elevation  of  6,000  feet. 
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Nevada  shovel-nosed  snake 

Chionactis  occipitalis  talpina 

Found  in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  district  in 
dry,  sandy  areas,  this  species  burrows  into  the  sand  for 
daytime  protection  and  hunts  insects  at  night. 
Desert  night  snake  Hypsiglena  torquata  deserticola 
Found  throughout  most  of  the  district,  this  snake's 
habitat  consists  mainly  of  sagebrush  flats,  deserts  and 
lower  slopes  of  mountains  in  both  rocky  and  sandy 
areas.  A  nocturnal  prowler  feeding  on  lizards  and 
frogs,  it  kills  prey  by  injecting  venom  from  rear 
enlarged  grooved  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw. 


Vipers 

Great  Basin  rattlesnake  Crotalus  viridis  lutosus 
Found  in  varied  habitats  in  many  locations 
throughout  the  district. 


Panamint  rattlesnake  Crotalus  mitchelli  stephensi 
Found  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  district. 
Rough  scales  and  salt  and  pepper  speckling  of  this 
snake  resembles  the  color  of  decomposed  granite. 
Sidewinder  Crotalus  cerastes 
Found  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district.  Usually 
found  in  Mojave  Desert  vegetation.  Has  horns  over  its 
eyes. 
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Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Battle  Mountain  District 

825  N.  Second  Street 

P.O.  Box  1420 
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is  res^i^p5i^^h^tewardship 

'"^p?t ^o^^ttm] to  manage, 
^^^^j^pi^rove  these  lands 
^?  ^1  ^Sn^frr^'to  serve  the  needs 
O^fc^^Se^an  people  for  all  times. 
Managerng^  is  based  on  the  principles 
of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield 
of  our  nation's  resources 
within  a  framework 
of  environmental  responsibility 
and  scientific  technology. 
These  resources  include 
recreation;  rangelands;  timber; 
minerals;  watershed;  fish  and  wildlife; 

wilderness;  air;  and 
scenic,  scientific  and  cultural  values. 
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